Inhibition of 5-hydroxytryptamine reuptake by amitryptyline an zimelidine and its relationship to their therapeutic action.
Amitriptyline and zimelidine significantly reduce the uptake of 5-HT into the blood platelets of depressive patients. The degree of inhibition is significantly correlated with the plasma drug level of amitriptyline. No significant relationship could be detected between the degree of inhibition of uptake and therapeutic outcome. The accepted mode of action of tricyclic antidepressant drugs and the deficiency hypotheses of affective disorders are discussed.